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Su m mery
! í i l lem Marinus Dudok
a r c h i t e c t  a n d  t o w n - o l a n n e r
( t884- t974)
Wi l l em  Mar i nus  Dudok  ( t 884 - t 97$  can  be  rega rded  as  one  o í t he  mos t  r emarkab le  zo th  cen tu r y
a rch i t ec t s  i n  t he  Ne the r l ands .  H i s  ma jo r  wo rks  we re  bu i l t  du r i ng  t he  pe r i od  be tween  t he  two  Wor l d  wa rs .
A l t hough  he  neve r  i n t e r vened  i n  t he  d i scuss ions  abou t  mode rn  a r ch i t ec tu re  i n  t he  Twen t i es ;
r e t r ospec t i ve l y ,  he  can  be  cons ide red  as  an  impo r tan t  t r ans i t i ona l  f i gu re  be tween  mode rn  and  t r ad i t i ona l
bu i l d i ng .  Dudok  i s  espec ia l l y  known  f o r  t he  ou t s tand ing  qua l i t y  o f  h i s  wo rk  i n  H i l ve r sum,  whe re  he
a r r i ved  a í t e r  a  sho r t  ca ree r  i n  t he  a rmy  and  a  pos i t i on  as  c i t y -eng inee r  f o r  t he  c i t y  o f  Le iden .  Du r i ng  h i s
pe r i od  i n  Le iden  he  no t  on l y  des igned  schoo l s ,  b r i dges  and  o the r  wo rk  i n  commiss ion  o í t he  c i t y  bu t
co l l abo ra ted  on  p ro j ec t s  w i t h  J . J .P .  Oud ,  whom he  had  me t  sho r t l y  be ío re  i n  Pu rmerend .  Toge the r  t hey
bu i l t  wo rke r -hous ing  i n  Le ide rdo rp  ( r 9 t4 - t 9 r5 )  and  t he  o í f i ce  í o r  t he  "Le ids  Dagb lad "  ( r 9 r6 - r9 r7 ) ,  wh i ch
shows  an  exp ress i ve  use  o f  b r i c k .  The  two  men  rema ined  l i í e t ime  í r i ends .
F r o m  r 9 r 5  t i l l  r 9 5 4  D u d o k  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o í t h e  P u b l i c  W o r k s  C o u n c i l o í H i l v e r s u m .  A s  s u c h ,
h e  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  o í  m a n y  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  a m o n g  t h e m  s c h o o l s ,  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e s ,
ceme te r i es ,  po l i ces ta t i ons ,  e t c .  Thanks  t o  t hese  bu i l d i ngs  and  h i s  many  res i den t i a l  qua r t e r s  i n  t h i s  c i t y
he  de f i ned  t he  í u tu re  t own -scape  t o  a  g rea t  ex ten t .  He  advoca ted  a  c l ose l y  concen t ra ted  c i t y  w i t h
res t r a i ned  g row th  and  l im i t ed  ex tens ion ,  t he re fo re ,  bound  i n  f o rm .  The  poss lb i l i t y  o f  i nde f i n i t e  g row th
h e  c o n s i d e r e d  o n l y  a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  p l a n n i n g  n i g h t m a r e ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  r u i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  n a t u r e .
Fo r  o the r  c i t i e s  Dudok  des igned  seve ra l  r ecogn i zed  and  excep t i onab le  bu i l d i ngs  l i ke  t he  Du tch
S tuden t  House  a t  t he  C i t é  un i ve r s i t a i r e  o í  Pa r i s  ( t 927 - t y9 )  and  t he  depa r tmen t  s t o re  "De  B i j enko r f ' ,  w i t h
i t ' s  l ong  expans i ve  g l ass -wa l l s ,  i n  Ro t t e rdam ( r928 - r93o ,  des t royed ) .  Ye t ,  h i s  name  i s  a t t ached  mos t  o í t en
to  one  ou t s tand ing  bu i l d i ng  -  t he  Town  Ha l l  o f  H i l ve r sum ( r9 r5 - r93 r ) .  W i t h  t h i s  wo rk  t he  a r ch i t ec t
ach ieved  i n t e rna t i ona l  r enown .  Th i s  bu i l d i ngs  comp lex  a r t i cu l a t i on  o í vo lumes ,  t he  mode ra te  a r ch i t ec tu ra l
l anguage  i n  wh i ch  í unc t i ona l i sm  i s  comb ined  w i t h  r oman t i c i sm  and  t he  use  o í t he  t r ad i t i ona l  bu i l d i ng
ma te r i a l  b r i c k  ( t he  f amous  ye l l ow  Dudok -b r i c k ) ,  a re  í ea tu res  t ha t  cha rac te r i ze  much  o íDudok ' s  l a t e r
a r ch i t ec tu re .  The  i n i t i a l  i deas  í o r  t he  t own  ha l l  da te  back  t o  r 915 ,  he  began  by  mak ing  des igns  i n  t he  s t y l e
o f  Be r l age  and  t he  Ams te rdam schoo l .  l n  t 94  he  reached  t he  de f i n i t i ve  so lu t i on  f o r  t h i s  bu i l d i ng  wh i ch
was  t o  become  a  mecca  í o r  many  young  a r ch i t ec t s .  I n  many  ways  Dudok  t r i ed  t o  a r r i ve  a t  an  a r ch i t ec tu re
tha t  r e ta i ned  cha rac te r i s t i c s  í r om the  Ams te rdam Schoo l ,  neop las t i c i sm  and  f unc t i ona l i sm  among  t hem.
Bes ides  h i s  wo rk  f o r  H i l ve r sum Dudok  t ook  advan tage  o í t he  oppo r tun i t i e s  g i ven  t o  h im  t o  p l an
and  bu i l d  i n  many  o the r  c i t i e s .  Due  t o  t he  f ac t  t ha t  p r ima ry  a t t en t i on  has  a lways  been  f ocused  on  t he
Town  Ha l l  o íH i l ve r sum these  p ro i ec t s  have  rema ined  a lmos t  comp le te l y  l n  t he  shadow .  The
co lumba r i um a t  ! í es te r ve ld  ( t 925 - t 926 ) ,  t he  HAV-Bank  i n  Sch iedam ( r93 r - r 935 ) ,  t he  O f f i ce  f o r
"de  Nede r l anden "  i n  A rnhem ( t g l l - t g l g ) ,  t he  C i t y t hea te r  i n  U t rech t  ( t y7 - r94 r ) ,  a re  a l l  wo rks  wh i ch  a re
c ruc i a l  t o  h i s  deve lopmen t  be fo re  t 94o  and  a re  ha rd l y  t aken  i n t o  cons lde ra t i on .  Ye t ,  undoub ted l y ,  t hey
cons t i t u t e  mas te rwo rks  i n  Du t ch  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  h i s t o r y .
Ano the r  aspec t  o f  h i s  wo rk  wh i ch  dese rves  more  a t t en t i on  a re  t he  va r i ous  t ownp lann ing  p roposa l s
D u d o k w a s a s k e d t o e l a b o r a t e f o r H i l v e r s u m ( í r o m r g r 5 o n w a r d s ) , t h e H a g u e ( t 9 3 4 - t 9 4 2 ; t 9 4 5 - t 9 5 2 ) ,
A l kmaa r  ( 942 - t 94 ) ,  Ve l sen  ( r 945 - i 952 )  and  Zwo l l e  ( r 948 - r953 ) .  A l t hough  h i s  p l ans  ra re l y  f ound
oppo r tun i t y  í o r  execu t i on ,  t hey  I e f t  t he i r  imp r i n t s  upon  t he  wo rk  o í  many  a r ch i t ec t s  and  p l anne rs  who
fo l l owed .  Fu r t he rmore ,  f o r  Dudok ,  t he  re l a t i onsh ip  be tween  c i t y -p l ann ing  and  a r ch i t ec tu re  was  a lways
in teg ra l ,  as  ev i dence  mos t  o f  h i s  p ro j ec t s .  I n  t ownp lann ing  p r i nc i p l es  Dudok  was  i n f l uenced  by
Cami l l o  S i t t e  and  Raymond  Unw in .  H i s  wo rk i ng  me thod  f o l l owed  f r om the  l a rge  t o  t he  sma l l  s ca le .
The  f i r s t  s ke t ches  o ía  bu i l d i ng  we re  t yp i ca l l y  pe rspec t i ves ,  made  i n  o rde r  t o  add ress  t he  v i sua l  e f í ec t  o f
a  bu i l t  ob j ec t  w i t h i n  t he  c i t y scape .  I nve rse l y ,  i n  an  i n t e r i o r  wa l k  t h rough  o f  t he  t ownha l l  o í  H i l ve r sum the
sensa t i on  o fgo ing th rough  a  c i t y  i s  f e l t ,  f o r  he  a l so  adhe red  t o  t he  p r i nc i p l es  o íLeon  Ba t t i s t a  A lbe r t i
t ha t  a  house  shou ld  be  a  sma l l  c i t y  and  t he  c i t y  a  b i g  house .
Of  t he  pe r i od  a í t e r  Wor l d  War  l l ,  bu i l d i ngs  wh i ch  have  ha rd l y  f ound  acknow ledgmen t  a re  t he
adm in i s t r a t i on  bu i l d i ng  í o r  t he  Roya l  Du t ch  S tee lwo rks  a t  Ve l sen  ( t 947 - r95 t ) ,  w i t h  i t s  ex t r ao rd i na ry
g lassb r i dge  ove r  t he  s t r ee t ,  and  t he  t ownha l l  o fVe l sen  f 949 - t 96 ) .  A t  t he  end  o fh i s  ca ree r ,  a í t e r  hav ing
le í t  h i s  pos i t i on  i n  H i l ve r sum,  Dudok  wo rked  on  a  l a rge  number  o íp ro j ec t s  f o r  a  r ea l  es ta te  deve lope r .
The  t ens ion  wh i ch  cha rac te r i zed  h i s  p re -wa r  a r ch i t ec tu re  i s  o í t en  l ack i ng  due  t o  a  sea rch  f o r  c l a r i í y i ng
s imp l i c i t y .  A l t hough  t he  qua l i t y  o f  t hese  p ro j ec t s  r ema ined  h i ghs tand ing ,  espec ia l l y  compared  w i t h  t he
a rch i t ec tu ra l  pove r t y  i n  t he  Ne the r l ands  i n  t hose  days ,  t hey  neve r  had  t he  i nnova t i ng  cha rac te r  o íh i s
work f rom before the war.
The  scope  o f t h i s  d i sse r t a t i on  was  t o  g i ve  an  ove ra l l  v i ew  o f t he  wo rk  and  t he  pe rsona l i t y  o f
Dudok .  La rge  space  has  t he re fo re  been  g i ven  t o  quo ta t i ons  f r om the  a r ch i t ec t s  pub l i shed  and
u n p u b l i s h e d  w r i t i n g s .
l n  t he  p re face  and  a í t e rwo rd  I  have  t r i ed  t o  g i ve  a  cha rac te r i za t i on  o f  Dudoks  pos Í t i on .
He  cons ide red  h imse l f  as  ' l one l y  on  t he  f a i r '  and  í e l t  t ha t  he  was  no t  ve r y  much  unde rs tood  i n  t he
Ne the r l ands .  I n  t he  f i r s t  chap te r  |  í ocussed  on  h i s  ea r l y  bu i l d i ngs ,  on  h i s  p rob lems  w i t h  h i s t o r i ca l  s t y l es
and  h i s  i n i t i a l  s t r ugg le  f o r  power  w i t h i n  t he  c i t y  o f  H i l ve r sum.  The  pe r i od  t i l l  t he  f i na l  p ro j ec t  í o r  t he
townha l l  o f  H i l ve r sums  i s  d i scussed  amp ly .  The  second  i s  ded i ca ted  t o  t he  schoo l s ,  a  t heme  tha t  was
long  dom inan t  i n  h i s  oeuv re  and  t ha t  p roduced  some  beau t i f u l  r esu l t s .  Schoo l s  we re  seen  by  Dudok  as
a  means  t o  add  some th ing  spec ia l  t o  a  ne ighbo rhood .  They  f o rmed  an  impo r tan t  cen te r  a round  wh i ch
he  a r ranged  h i s  hous ing -p ro i ec t s .  He  ded i ca ted  much  a t t en t i on  t o  t he i r  í o rm  and  s i t ua t i on .  They  we re
cons ide red  a  way  t o  educa ted  t he  popu la t i on .  The  t h i r d  d i scusses  h i s  ma jo r  p ro j ec t s ,  among  wh i ch
the  t ownha l l  o f  H i l ve r sum,  t he  p ro i ec t s  í o r  t he  t ownha l l s  o í  Le iden  and  t he  Hague ,  t he  wa rehouse
De  B i j enko r f  i n  Ro t t e rdam.  The  í ou r t h  chap te r  o f  my  book  i s  on  t own -p lann ing ,  i t  i s  a l so  t he  cen t ra l  one ,
because  t he  l og i c  i n  h i s  t h i nk i ng  a lways  wen t  f r om  the  l a rge  p i c t u re  t o  t he  sma l l e r .  A l t hough  i n  t he
beg inn ing  Dudok  was  much  i n f l uenced  by  t he  Ca rden -C i t y  movemen t  and  s t r esses  t he  aes the t i c  va l ues
o ía  c i t y ,  he  s l ow l y  r ecogn Í zes  t he  impo r tance  o ímob i l i t y  and  o f  t he  spec ia l  cha rac te r  o f  a  c i t y .  Th i s  l eads
h im  to  app l y  mo re  and  more  t he  p r i nc i p l es  o í t he  C . l .A .M . - t ownp lann ing .  The  f i f t h  dea l s  w i t h  hous ing
and  shows  how  much  t h i s  t op i c  was  connec ted  w i t h  t ha t  o í t he  c i t y f o rm .  The  d i sse r t a t i on  f i n i shes  w i t h
a  l ong  ca Í . a l ogue  ra i sonée  i n  wh i ch  t he  p rocess  o í  each  bu i l d i ng  i s  d i scussed ,  t he  way  i t  was  rece i ved
ind i ca ted  and  t he  l oca t i on  o ía r ch i ve  ma te r i a l  and  a  b i b l i og raphy  o í t he  i t ems  i s  g i ven .
